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Calgary, Alberta - Scotiabank Saddledome (19,289)
Head Coach: Ryan Huska (38-39-5, 2nd Season)

MacKenzie Weegar

Flames Seeking Identity

The Flames won the Pacific division just two years ago, but you wouldn’t know it from watching the team
last season. In recent seasons, the front office has watched star talent like Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew
Tkachuk walk out the door either through free agency or through trade. To date, the pieces that Calgary
received back have not panned out and there’s some understandable frustration in the fanbase. Can the
Flames flip the script this year in the Pacific? Or will the rebuild continue in earnest?

Forwards

Connor Zary was a rare bright spot on an offense that finished in the bottom ten in scoring. As a rookie, he
netted 14 goals and a total of 34 points and he should see extended playing time on the second line which
should only increase his productivity. Nazem Kadri was the team’s leader in points and the Flames will be
calling on him again for similar results. His fellow lineman Yegor Sharangovich turned in 59 points, a career
high. Andrei Kuzmenko is the last piece of the puzzle on the top line and he was very productive in his
short stint with the Flames last year after coming over to Calgary via trade from Vancouver.

Unfortunately for Jonathan Huberdeau, he finds himself in the record books... and not in a good way. Per
NHL News, he set an NHL record for the biggest point drop from one season to another (from 2020-21 to
2021-22) and he hasn’t been the same player since the Florida Panthers traded him here in 2022. The
Flames extended Huberdeau and are hopeful that the third year in the system is the charm. He’ll quickly
jump to the top line if he shows an elevated level of play. If he doesn’t, the Tkachuk-Huberdeau deal will go
down as one of the most lopsided trades in NHL history.

While there are some young players who will see meaningful playing time at the forward position, players -

like Blake Coleman and newly acquired Ryan Lomberg add a veteran presence. Lomberg is actually back Photo via Sportsnet

for his second stint with the Flames. He won’t contribute a lot offensively (just 7 points in 75 games last year

with Florida), but he’s always willing to throw his body around and try to get under an opponent’s skin (he

typically succeeds). While not currently projected in the starting lineup, a player to watch on offense is young Matt Coronato. He struggled in his first NHL
experience last year but the first-round pick filled up the stat sheet in the AHL and he’ll get another look this season, it’s only a matter of when.

Defense/Goaltending

While the Flames were a better defensive team than they were an offensive one, especially on the power play, there are some questions on what depth looks
like behind players like MacKenzie Weever, Daniil Miromanov, and Rasmus Andersson. As a whole, the defensive group is extremely young, so observing
growing pains this season is a reasonable expectation. On the bright side, this young group can grow up together while the coaching staff looks to maximize
the talent they have here. 2023 first round pick Samuel Hoznek could make his NHL debut on the blue line at some point this season, but his preseason
performance indicates that he may need another few months in the AHL before he’s ready for the jump. Hunter Brzustewicz could be an offensively-gifted D-
man, but it remains to be seen how well his skills will translate at the NHL level. While those players prepare to make the jump, look for veterans Jake Bean
and Yan Kuznetsov to anchor the third defensive line.

Dustin Wolf flashed leather in the AHL ranks and made a brief stint with the Flames last season with somewhat mixed results (although it’s worth noting his
stats better than the overall team average). However, if there was ever a time to simply flip the page and look ahead to the upcoming season, it's now. Wolf is
only 23-years-old but if all goes well, the rookie-eligible net minder will be the starter this season. If things get bumpy, look for Daniel Vladar to see additional
playing time beyond the backup role he’s held with Calgary previously.

The Bottom Line

Given the number of recent moves by the front office, Calgary may be just now entering the “valley” of their rebuild. There are question marks throughout the
lineup that need to be answered if the Flames are to field a competitive team on the ice. The biggest question is if Huberdeau can return to any semblance of
his Florida self. Depending on how the season goes, will the Flames be sellers again at the trade deadline? Can Calgary rejuvenate a stagnant offense All
signs appear to be pointing to a rebuilding year and a third consecutive season of fewer points than the year prior. In order for that to change, Calgary will
need big contributions from young, unproven players. It’s not impossible for that to happen, but at this stage, it doesn’t appear likely.

2024-25 Projection: 31-40-11 (72 points) - 7th in Pacific
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